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MINUTES
of the meeting of 27 November 2014, from 9.00 to 10.20

Strasbourg

The meeting opened at 9.00 on Thursday 27 November 2014 with Teresa Jiménez-Becerril 
Barrio, Chair, in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 503.031)

The draft agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 23 October 2014 (PE 503.039)

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair announced that the Conference of Presidents would make a decision later that 
same day concerning the Chair's request for authorisation to hold the XVIII EU-Mexico 
JPC from 2 to 4 December 2014 in Mexico. The draft calendar would be adapted on the 
basis of their decision.

4. Exchange of views on the current state of EU-Mexico relations, with:

His Excellency Mr Juan José Gómez Camacho, Ambassador of Mexico to the 
European Union 

Mr Andreu Bassols, Deputy Head of Unit, Mexico and Central America, European 
External Action Service (EEAS)

His Excellency the Ambassador of Mexico, Mr Juan José Gómez Camacho, started his 
statement by noting that, since the adoption on 23 October 2014 of the resolution on the 
disappearance of 43 teaching students in Mexico, the Mexican Embassy had kept the 
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Delegation reliably informed of all progress made in the investigation. The public 
prosecutor had spoken at a press conference to explain the findings made since the 
resolution had been adopted.

As a result of the investigation, 77 individuals had been arrested, including the mayor of 
Iguala and his wife. The investigation had also led to the discovery of human remains, 
which had been sent to the University of Innsbruck, which has a specialised centre for 
identifying victims on the basis of their remains.

The Ambassador emphasised that until the human remains found near Iguala had been 
identified, the investigation would continue to look for the victims with the participation 
of Argentinian forensic investigators and family members of the missing students.

Given the gravity of the crimes that had taken place in Iguala, and in order to ensure that 
the investigation was transparent and credible, Mexico had requested that the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights act as an advisory body to the investigation.

Finally, the Ambassador remarked that the Iguala case had exposed serious challenges 
concerning impunity, corruption and the administration of justice, which were a source of 
frustration in Mexican society. President Peña Nieto would therefore be making an 
important announcement shortly in which he would address those issues. 

Mr Andreu Bassols, Deputy Head of Unit for the Mexico and Central America department 
of the European External Action Service (EEAS), confirmed that the EEAS and the Vice-
President/High Representative were closely following the events in Mexico. They 
strongly condemned the crimes committed in Iguala and called for a swift, efficient and 
conclusive investigation. They also praised the willingness of the Mexican Government to 
carry out the investigation. 

Mr Bassols also commended the excellent relationship between the EU and Mexico, 
which was one of the EU's strategic partners, and he hoped that the climate of 
collaboration and understanding that existed between the two parties would continue. He 
also drew attention to the dialogue that the EU was holding with Mexico on various 
topics, such as human rights. Using a number of cooperation instruments, the EU and 
Mexico had also undertaken a wide range of projects, many of which concerned human 
rights. Finally, Mr Bassols noted that both parties shared the same ambition – to improve 
the Global Agreement and to engage in a deeper dialogue with regard to human rights.

To conclude, Mr Bassols mentioned that, in July 2014, the EU had adopted a security 
strategy for Central America and the Caribbean that had a significant impact on the region 
as a whole, Mexico included. At the time of the current meeting, both parties were 
examining the possibility of working together with other countries in the region, and in 
accordance with their policies, to tackle issues relating to transnational crime.

The following spoke: Pina Picierno, Josep-María Terricabras, Ska Keller, Marina Albiol, 
Javier Couso. 
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5. Discussion and approval of the draft programme of activities for the first half of 
2015

The draft programme of activities for the first half of 2015 was approved, which included 
the XVIII EU-Mexico JPC to be held from 17 to 20 February 2015 in Mexico.

6. Proposed topics for the next JPC, to be held in Mexico in February 2015, and 
appointment of rapporteurs

The Delegation adopted the draft agenda with the following topics:

1. Political and economic situation in the EU and Mexico and modernisation of the three 
pillars of the Global Agreement (political dialogue, cooperation and trade).

2. Human rights situation in the EU and Mexico.
3. Climate change: analysis of the results of COP20 Lima (1-12 December 2014) and 

outlook for COP21 to be held in Paris in December 2015.
4. Security and transnational organised crime: terrorism; drug trafficking; arms 

trafficking; human trafficking.
5. Current level of compliance with the UN Millennium Development Goals and 

challenges to overcome.

It was agreed that the rapporteurs would be appointed by written procedure. To this end, 
the Chair invited the political groups to inform the secretariat of the names of the MEPs 
interested in presenting one or more of the points included in the JPC agenda. 

7. Other business

None.

8. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting would be held on 15 January 2015, from 9.30 to 11.00, in Strasbourg.

The meeting closed at 10.20.


